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The Hungry Ocean is the tale of a fishing voyage on the Hannah 
Boden.  The shipôs captain, Linda Greenlaw, who is smart, hard-working and 
good at what she does (though sometimes she wishes she had a ñlifeò) tells us 
"the true story of a real, and typical, sword-fishing trip, from leaving the dock to 
returning."  She rounds out the story with her description of a captain's biggest 
headache after nature itself: the crew. Racism, drug use, 
baffling illnesses: these are all elements of a 30-day journey 
for six people crammed aboard a 100-ft. boat de-
signed less for human com- fort than to carry the 50,000 
pounds or more of fish it will eventually take on. But 
Greenlaw picks her sailors carefully and, through her 
own example, inspires loyalty from the crew.  A Publisherôs 
Weekly reviewer remarked: ñGreenlaw's narrative should 
foster an abiding respect in anyone who has tossed a 
swordfish steak on the grill, and it is certain to induce jaw-
dropping admiration among personnel managers everywhere.ò 

One of few women involved in the commercial fishing industry, Greenlaw is 
perhaps the only female ever to captain a swordfishing boat, working the waters 
east of the Grand Banks of Newfoundland. Although she has been fishing com-
mercially for over two decades, she has only recently gained notoriety for her 
part in The Perfect Storm by Sebastian Junger, in which Junger describes her 
as "one of the best sea captains, period, on the East Coast." Starting out as a 
cook and deckhand aboard a swordboat during her summer breaks from col-
lege, Greenlaw worked her way into the captain's chair by 1986. She has skip-
pered boats from Newfoundland to Brazil and has enjoyed a number of fisher-
ies, including harpooning and longlining for swordfish, dragging for squid, tub-
trawling for halibut, and trapping lobster and crab.  She has also worked her 
own boat inshore, lobstering the water surrounding her home on Isle au Haut, a 
small island off the coast of Maine. 
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SPRING BOOK 

SALE!  

 

Saturday  

March 13th at the 

Uptown Community 

Center  

 

Members 8 - 9 am 

General public 9 - 2 pm 

Can you help?  

We need help on Friday 
March 12 and Saturday 

March 13ðSee page 3 for 
ways to help!  

2010 Community Read  

The Hungry Ocean:  A Swordboat Captainõs Journey 

 

Many March events are centered on The Hungry Ocean  
Community Read is designed to promote closer ties among community 

members through the shared experience of reading, sharing and discussing the 
same book and ideas related to topics raised by the book. 

Check at the Library for schedules and information. Six discussion groups, a 
maritime art show, family activities, readings, a critical  review, a panel on 
wooden fishing boats, a screening of The Perfect Storm, Sea Songs from The 
Standbys, a chance to meet Linda Greenlaw, ñBest Crab Cakesò contest, and a 
raffle for a cruise on the schooner Martha are available to those interested. 



 

What We Are Reading  

  Below is a list of books currently being read by members of the Friends of the Port Townsend Library Board: 

Ali Dyche - The Hungry Ocean, by Linda Greenlaw 

Macy Mullarky - The Lacuna, by Barbara Kingsolver 

Jean Harrington - The Book Thief, by Markus Zusak 

Kathleen Hawn - The Vikings: A History, by Robert Ferguson 

Anne Metcalfe - One Vacant Chair, by Joe Coomer 

Colleen McCaffrey - After the Prophet: The Epic Story of the Shia-Sunni Split in Islam, by Lesley Hazleton 

Cheryl Bentley - The Distant Land of My Father, by Bo Caldwell 

Lauretta Frost - The Hungry Ocean, by Linda Greenlaw 

Lee Faulkner - The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, by Mary Ann Shaffer & Annie Barrows 

Geralynn Rackowski - The Value of Nothing, by Raj Patel 
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Many thanks are in order for all of our volunteers and contributors.   In 2009 
the community once again rallied to the support of our wonderful library and its terri-
fic programs by supporting the Friends of PT Library to the tune of $20,000 from 
book sales, membership dues, special fund raising sales and events.   

Your generosity supported:  
  Baby, toddlers and childrenôs weekly story time 
  Community Read 
  Adult author readings 
  Book Loverôs Caf® 
  Teen programs 
  Homework help 
  Summer Reading program for all ages 
  Books on Wheels, delivering books to and reading at several senior living 
 centers. 
  
In addition, special grants totaling over $24,000 were received for various events 
from local businesses, state and national organizations, including:  
  Rotary Club of PTïlaptops for homework help and books 
  First FederalïSummer Reading Program for all ages 
  Community Wellness ProjectïAdventures in Learning  
  Hilltop TavernïBooks for Babies 
  Grey Wolfïcomputers for public use 
  NN/LM Pacific NW RegionïServing Up Resources for Healthy Eating program
 series 
  Washington State LibraryïCommunity Read 
 
Thanks again!  Our librarians stretch these dollars to the max.  Most authors re-

ceive only a lovely meal or accommodations and proceeds from any books they sell at an event.  Many people donate time 
and materials.  I work closely with staff and know how hard they work to get the most bang for the buck. 

 

 

Photo by Linda B. Martin 

Letter from President  

Geralynn Rackowski  

March, 2010  

If you want more detailed information on the Friends , please attend an FOPTL Board 
meeting.  It is the second Wednesday each month, 4:30 PM at the Charles Pink House 
next to the Library on the corner of Lawrence and Harrison.   

The next meeting is on March 10th.  



 

Page 3  

 

Spring Book Sale  
The first Friends  used book sale for 2010 will be happening on Saturday, March 13 at the Community Center in 

Uptown Port Townsend.    

 Time: 8am for members of the Friends of the PT Library  

  9am ð 2pm for the public  

Would you like to help?  

 Volunteers are always appreciated on Friday night for set -up and for the sale on Saturday.  A few people      

are needed to set up tables at 4:30pm on Friday and to take down the tables at 2pm on Saturday.   

 If you would like to volunteer, please email or call Macy at macym@olympus.net or 379 -1061. 

If your dues have lapsed, you may come at 8am and pay your membership dues and receive early entry to the 

sale.  You may pay an additional amount for the last quarter of this membership year and be paid up through May 

31, 2011.  Membership runs from June 1 through May 31 each year.  If your dues to the Friends  are current, you 

can wait until the June book sale to pay.  

To become current, the dues are as follows:  

  Individual membership: $10 + $2.50 = $12.50  
  Family membership: $20 + $5 = $25  

Reminder:  there are always books for sale in the Friendsõ Corner, which is located on the left as you walk into the 

library.  A bookshelf with used books for sale is next to the bin of free magazines.  All proceeds from these book 

sales go toward library programs.  

Note the dates for the 2010 book sales: June 5 and October 9.  

Hope to see you on March 13!  

Kudos to Our Volunteers  
Below is a list of all the volunteers who helped with book sales in 2009. We are so very grateful to 

our volunteers for their time, commitment and energy.  We couldnõt do it without you! 

Ali Dyche 

Allen Herlyck 

Amber Jeppesen 

Ann Katzenbach 

Anne Metcalfe 

Ardie Cole 

Barb Dyer 

Barb Sachi 

Beverly Saito 

Bill Wood 

Carol Giffen 

Chelcie Liu 

Cheryl Bentley 

Claudia Wagner 

Colleen Freidberg 

Colleen McCaffrey 

Dave Sachi 

Della Walker 

Diane Wood 

Dick Ackley 

Dick Conway 

Dixie Lee Sayles 

Donald Lieper 

Dori Dunkle 

Douwe Rienstra 

Esther Conway 

Freya Piatt 

Gail Ryan 

Gary Syverson 

Gene McCutchin 

Geralynn Rackowski 

Gloria Barber 

Grace Roe 

Gwen Lovett 

Hannah Chu 

Howard Pack 

Ian Jablonsky 

Jackie Petricka 

Jean Harrington 

Jim Catley 

Jim Richard 

Joanne Tyler 

Joe Wagner 

Karen Crouse 

Karen Farr 

Kate OôDonnell 

Kate Shuman 

Katherine Buchanan 

Kathleen Hawn 

Katrina Spear 

Kirsten Nathan 

Lauretta Frost 

Lee Katzenbach 

Lesa Barnes 

Linea Patrick 

Lynne LaFleur 

Macy Mullarky 

Marc Perrett 

Margaret Yates 

Marilee Clunis 

Marilyn Sandau 

Maureen Huff 

Maxine LaFleur 

Michael Smallwood 

Miles Vokurka 

MJ Pruitt 

Nancy Mattson 

Pamela Murphy 

Penny Powell 

Richard Bartha 

Richard Glaubman 

Richard Rackowski 

Rick Yates 

Robert Nathan 

Robin Scherting 

Rosalind Russell 

Sarah Fairbank 

Sharon Salisbury 

Stan Frost 

Stu Dunkle 

Sue Horvath 

Sue Priddy 

Susan Robinson 

Suzi Bartha 

Tom Berg 

Val Johnstone 

Vicki Mansfield 

Vinnie Gaito 

Wes Eng 

mailto:macym@olympus.net
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The third area is the libraryôs ongoing project 
ñServing Up Resources for Healthy Eating,ò funded by 
the National Libraries of Medicine/Pacific Northwest 
Region. This year the library will offer additional public 
programs showcasing the its health and healthy eating 
online sources. 

Port Townsend is very fortunate in being the home 
to two outstanding maritime library collections: the Port 
Townsend Public Libraryôs Maritime Resource Center 
and the Northwest Maritime Center and Wooden Boat 
Foundationôs H.W. McCurdy Library. Through a col-
laborative partnership, the holdings of the H.W. 
McCurdy Library will be added to the libraryôs online 
catalog, thus virtually linking these two significant col-
lections for comprehensive public access. 

Public programs will continue to be an important 
part of the libraryôs mission in 2010.  In addition to the 
successful ongoing events focused on early childhood 
literacy and the annual community programs of sum-
mer reading, community read and the Adventures in 
Learning series, the library will continue to offer new 
and expanded author and thematic programs for all 
audiences. 

The Port Townsend Public Library is already reach-
ing out to parts of the community that have difficulty in 
coming into the library. Books on Wheels and Daycare 
Delivery programs continue to be overwhelming suc-
cesses. The book return at QFC has proved to be a 
success with 6,000 items picked up since installed Sep-
tember, 2009. 

The library continues to appreciate the strong sup-
port and fund raising efforts of its three major volunteer 
organizations: The Friends of the Port Townsend Li-
brary, the Library Advisory Board, and the Port Town-
send Public Library Foundation. The combined efforts 
of these groups continue to help sustain the libraryôs 
excellent quality of programs and services to the Port 
Townsend community. 

L ibrary priorities for 2010 will be a combination of 
new initiatives and maintenance of core services. 

The library expansion and improvement project will 
continue to be the major challenge over the next sev-
eral years. With climbing library usage and the commu-
nityôs desire for ever more resources and services, the 
need for a facility that can accommodate not only the 
existing but also an expanded level of service has  be-
come the major priority for the library as it moves for-
ward. 

Strengthening the libraryôs partnership with the Port 
Townsend Public School District is another major prior-
ity. Building on a longtime history of cooperative pro-
gramming, both organizations are seeking ways to join 
forces and leverage resources for providing quality li-
brary services that will result in better prepared stu-
dents and a stronger community. 

The library has expanded its role as an educational 
and information resource to address three important 
community needs:  grants, employment, and healthy 
eating. With funding from the Port Townsend Library 
Foundation, the library has been selected to become a 
cooperating collection of the Foundation Center. This 
service will establish the library as the major resource 
on the Olympic Peninsula for grant seekers by provid-
ing access to print and electronic grant and fund raising 
resources as well as offering educational sessions on 
such topics as grant searching, proposal writing, and 
fundraising. 

The second area of resource support is for job 
seekers and the unemployed. With funding from Re-
new Washington, a project funded by the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation and the Institute of Museum 
and Library Services, the library will help job seekers 
through increased collections, trained staff, and a se-
ries of workshops and programs designed to address 
the social, psychological, and financial aspects of job 
loss and assist in finding new employment directions. 
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Major 2010 Priorities and Initiatives  
                 ðFrom Director Theresa Rini Percy  

Port Townsend School District           

Friends of the Port Townsend Library   

Wooden Boat Foundation       

Borrow a copy of the book at the Port Townsend Public Library, or you may purchase a copy at William 
James Bookseller (10% discount). Read the book; then pass it on to others. Donôt forget to thank the spon-
sors, which include the Friends!  

 

Port Townsend Jefferson County Leader  

Northwest Maritime Center  

Jefferson County Historical Society  

PT Community Read SponsorsPT Community Read SponsorsPT Community Read Sponsors  
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The Port Townsend Library web page has wonderful electronic resources for those of you going overseas 

and the rest of us who are in the endless dreaming and planning stage. Even if you are years away from your 
pilgrimage on the Camino de Santiago de Compostela <http://www.caminodesantiago.me/> you might want 
to start Spanish lessons using the MANGO LANGUAGES link from the library website under ñResearch and 
More.ò Mango is a wonderful service, teaching actual conversation skills for 12 different languages. 

Mango uses real-life situations and actual conversations to more effectively teach a new language. By 
listening to and repeating after material designed from native conversations, you'll not only learn the individual 
words and phrases, you'll know how they're used in practical situations and conversations. You'll learn more 
than grammar, vocabulary and conjugation, you'll learn how to communicate. Mango Basic is designed for 
people who need fast conversational skills before a trip. It is easy to customize your learning by setting up an 
account so that you can bookmark your place in the program. Reviews have placed it as equal to, or even 
better than the expensive Rosetta Stone programs. It is available free of charge on our web page! 
Also available are electronic resources for travelers under the Culture and Geography link in ñResearch 

and More.ò We have a resource called GLOBAL ROAD WARRIOR with up-to-date information for over 175 
countries around the world. We also have a very extensive map database called A-Z Maps with amazing 
maps from the Library of Congress and other government sources all at your finger tips. Please try these re-
sources and let us know what you think.    Cris Wilson, Adult Services Librarian 

With a 2009 outreach award to the Friends from the Pacific Northwest region of the National Networks of 
Libraries of Medicine, the library is expanding its capacity to support individuals and families in making 
healthy eating choices. Project coordinator (and former reference librarian) Carol Cahill has developed a col-
orful Web siteðwww.HealthyEatingLibrary.orgð that points users to high quality information resources, such 
as MedlinePlus and the National Library of Medicine (NLM) consumer health portal. As part of the project, the 
library is partnering with the Food Co-op to offer special programs. Last fall Brwyn Griffin, the co-opôs out-
reach and education manager, presented a popular five-part series, ñThe Language of Food,ò that showcased 
healthy and organic (and delicious!) options for eating more grains, beans, seeds and nuts, as well as infor-
mation on choosing healthy oils and reading food labels. Slides and podcasts of the series are available on 
the healthy eating Web site, and DVDs of the programs can be checked out at the library. 

During February and March, the library and co-op have teamed up to present two workshops on search-
ing online for health information. The first was in February and  focused on MedlinePlus, the Healthwise 
Knowledgebase via Group Health, and several healthy eating web sites. The second covers how to find medi-
cal information using PubMed, NLMôs database of journal articles, including how to set up personal collec-
tions and alerts with the MyNCBI feature. Workshop 2 was held at the library on Saturday 2/27 and will be at 
the co-op on Thursday, 3/11 at 7 pm . 

The Serving Up Resources for Healthy Eating web site features links to lots of other resources, including 
the latest research on how parents and communities can ensure healthier food options for kids. The library 
also is ñtweeting for healthy eatingò at www.twitter.com/HE_LibLinx! New links will be posted soon on the web 
site, including more resources especially for parents. 

New Library Programs ð 

  Planning A Trip?        Try    

For more new programs see next pageŸ  

The library is serving up resources for healthy eating!  

http://www.caminodesantiago.me/
http://www.healthyeatinglibrary.org/
http://www.twitter.com/HE_LibLinx
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American Muslim Perspective  

On January 23rd, the Port Townsend Library and the Friends of the Library sponsored a presentation by Bel-
lingham residents Dilara Hafiz and her teenage son Imran, who wrote a book with Imranôs sister Yasmine, enti-
tled The American Muslim Teenagerôs Handbook. 

While their book was written to address issues and concerns for Muslim teenagers, it is a valuable resource 
for non-Muslims to learn more about the second largest religion in the world.  Some of the topics included in 
their book are information about the Prophet Muhammad, an explanation of the difference between a Sunni and 
a Shia Muslim, the history of Muslim inventions, and a discussion of concerns for American Muslims after 9/11.  
There is an extensive glossary at the back of the book that serves as a helpful tool to clarify Muslim terminology, 
for example, the word ñAllahò simply means God in Arabic. 

Dennis Daneau, of Daneau Video Productions, taped their presentation, so if you were unable to attend, one 
or more DVDs shall be made available to check out soon at the Port Townsend Library.  In addition, copies of 
The American Muslim Teenagerôs Handbook may be found currently at the library.  This media provides our 
community an opportunity to learn more about Islam from the perspective of practicing American Muslims in 
these times when misunderstandings and stereotypes about Muslims abound. 

 

 

    

  

Job seekers are receiving assistance from a Port Townsend Public Library grant funded from the Office 
of the Secretary of State, Washington State Library as part of the Renew Washington Project which is 
funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and the Institute of Museum and Library Services. The 
library has increased its collection of resources to specifically assist job seekers. Library staff has received 
training about how to help job seekers use library services.  The Friends of the Library contributed funding 
for workshop supplies and coffee that are not funded by the grant. 

Susan Kay Wilson, Hard Times Grant Employment Coordinator, is teaching a series of six workshops 
that will be repeated between March and July 2010.  The Transition Yourself Workbook written  by Wilson 
covers job search information including resumes, interviewing, networking and marketing as well as the 
social, psychological and financial aspects of being unemployed.  A Transition Yourself Network Group has 
also started.  Job seekers meet weekly to support and network with each other and to receive additional 
assistance with job search. The next series of workshops will be scheduled soon. 

Contact:  Susan Kay Wilson, ptplhardtimes@gmail.com 
          Theresa Percy, 344-3054 

Friends of the Port Townsend Library 

News Release,   February 3, 2010  

mailto:ptplhardtimes@gmail.com
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We can always use more Friends of the 
Port Townsend Library       

 ɻ NEW MEMBER   

ʵ  RENEWAL  

If you would like to 
volunteer,   

weôd love to have you. Please 
indicate your area(s) of 
interest: 

  ɻBook sales  

  ɻMembership drives  

  ɻFundraising events  

  ɻIn-library service  

  ɻNewsletter / publicity  

  ɻRhody parade  

  ɻSpecial events/Advocacy  

 

  ɻI have an idea, call me!  

NAME ____________________________ 

ADDRESS________________________ 

 _________________________________ 

PHONE___________________________ 

e-mail____________________________  

AMOUNT OF DONATION $___________ 

           (tax deductible) 

  ɻIndividualéé.$10.00 to $49.00 

  ɻFamilyééé..$20.00 to $49.00 

  ɻSupportingé..$50.00 to $99.00 

  ɻSustainingé.$100.00 to $499.00 

  ɻBusiness.é..$100 or more  (Your busi-
ness card will be featured in each news-
letter for the membership year.) 

  ɻPatronéé...$500 or more 

  ɻGift 

Annual membership runs from June 1
st

 until May 31
st

.  
Dues may be paid at the library, at the March book sale 
or by completing the form above and sending it in.  

Please make checks payable to ñFOPTLò 

Or ñFriends of the Port Townsend Public Libraryò 

Mail the above form and your contribution to:    

   Friends of the Port Townsend Library                       
  1220 Lawrence St.                                                                   
  Port Townsend, WA   98368 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 

President:                            
Geralynn Rackowski   

Vice President:          
Cheryl Bentley  

Secretary:                   
Colleen McCaffrey  

Treasurer:                  
Jean Harrington  

Newsletter:                 
Lee Faulkner  

Membership: 

Cheryl Bentley  

Programs:                    
Anne Metcalfe 

Hospitality:                  
Gwen Lovett 

Publicity: 

Lauretta Frost 

Book Sales: 

Macy Mullarky 

Members at Large: 

Ali Dyche 

Kathleen Hawn 

If you are interested in 
working with us, 

 
Call Geralynn, 385-1206

                                          

Our Mission  

The Friends of the 
Port Townsend 
Library provide 
services, programs 
and materials for the 
library that are beyond 
the means of the city 
budget, for the cultural 
and educational 
enrichment of the 
community. 


